
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5th - 7th 
February 2015 
Rotherfield 
Village Hall 

A pantomime 
by Alan Frayn 

Programme 
£2 



 

  

Mayfield Osteopaths 
 

Lower Steps, High Street, Mayfield, TN20 6AB 

01435 873051 
 

 
 

DON’T WAIT TILL YOU 
LOOK LIKE THIS!!! 

 

Treatments for 
Neck pain, Sciatica, Arthritis, Sports Injuries, 
Frozen Shoulder, Tennis Elbow, Headaches, 

Migraine, Cranial Maternity & more…. 
 

Reflexology and Sports Injury Massage 
Now Available 

 

NO BONES ABOUT IT, 
WE’RE THE BEST AROUND! 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tim Glynn, BDS Lon. 

 

Private & NHS dental care for all the family 

 

Now offering Denplan 
 

Hygienists appointments available 
 
 

        Opening : 8.20am - 5.30pm Mon - Thurs,  

             8.20am - 1.00pm  Fri  
 
 

 

Call for apt on 01435 873659 
We’re on Mayfield High Street opp. Nat West 

Bank. 
 

www.mayfielddentalcentre.com 
 

 

 

 

 



From the Chairman and Director 
 

Andy Miller 
Chairman of The Rotherfield Players 

 

Gussie Penny 
Director of ‘Beauty and the Beast’ 

 
 

 

As we shift into 2015 the Players will be easing 
your progress with their offer of the traditional 
pantomime. I did a little research into the origins 
of panto (research meaning, used the internet to 
get to Wikipedia) so prepare to be enlightened a 
little. 
 
The word pantomime originates from the Greek 
‘pantomimos’, the actor, and the word is of two 
parts - panto  meaning ‘all’, and mimos meaning 
‘imitator’, thus ‘imitates all’. Obviously the 
tradition of cross dressing and innuendo started 
early on as Aelius Aristeded condemned the 
pantomime for its erotic content and effeminacy! 
 
This progressed to Mummers in the Middle Ages; 
the Commedia dell’Arte in Italy in 16, 17 & 18th 
century, and eventually via mime in English theatre 
in the 18th century to the pantomime more or less 
as we know it in the 19th century. So when you see 
one of the male players as a dame or a young 
woman as a strapping principal boy in 2015 they 
are following a tradition going back over 2000 
years – let’s hope that’s given them enough time 
to learn their lines! 
 
But enough of the educative bit: enjoy the 
production, enjoy the actors, enjoy the sets, enjoy 
the singing and dancing and above all, enjoy 
yourselves. 
 
And finally to note that we continue to give lots of 
opportunities to our younger members as well as 
putting on challenging productions for the adult 
members. Join us for interest, fun and 
companionship, on stage or back stage. 

Directing this pantomime has been a challenge… 
but very worthwhile. This must be the youngest 
cast ever in a full production but the enthusiasm 
and energy have made up for the lack of age! 
 
Initially, I was wary of such a young cast but the 
talent and professionalism has been unfounded as 
I hope you will see in this fantastic performance.  I 
wouldn’t have been able to do this on my own 
without my right hand man, Larry and the talents 
of my choreographer, Louise. Behind the scenes 
have also been a fantastic support with Andy 
coming up with set design, Mark creating the 
phenomenal set, Sheenagh and Clare adding their 
fantastic artistic skills and Heather and her great 
organisational skills. I must also take the 
opportunity to thank all the parents/chaperones 
for being around at all the rehearsals and allowing 
them to take part. 
 
Now all the hard work is done it’s time to sit back 
and watch the finished production. Hope you 
enjoy! 
 

 



The Cast 
 

Belle 
Holly-May Penny 

 

 Ermengarde
Bethany Earle 

 Esmeralda
Megan Ryan 

  
 

 
I have been with the players for a 
few years and this is my very first 
principal role. I have loved every 
minute of it and my confidence has 
soared. In this time I have gone 
from a junior to an adult member of 
the players so I look forward to 
more complex roles in the future 

This is my 5th panto and 10th show 
overall with the Rotherfield Players 
and each one just gets better! It's 
been a real joy working with 
everyone on yet another brilliant 
piece by the wonderful Alan Frayn; 
a hilarious few months creating the 
character of Ermengarde, a fun (yet 
slightly embarrassing) role to play! 
Cannot wait for the next one! 

Previously, before the pantomime, I 
was in Beacon’s school production 
of "Beauty and the Beast" playing 
Monsieur D'arq. I studied drama at 
GCSE and 1 year at A-level and 
covered many plays during that 
time. The major ones being; An 
Inspector Calls (Mrs Birling) and Our 
Country's Good (Meg Long, 
Campbell & Duckling). 

   

 Alphonse
David Close 

 

 Madame Fifi
David Penny 

 Jacques
Libby McCarthy 

  
 

 
I made my debut for the Players as 
Franz in The Sound of Music in 2012 
and went on to play the Conductor 
in Elephant Man.  I've stage 
managed 3 productions to date and 
whilst my part as Alphonse will 
require immense memory skills on 
my part I'm grateful at least that I've 
not been cast as a dancer! 

Started in the Sound of Music in 
2012 and never looked back.  Two 
serious plays later and a couple of 
pantomimes too, my last part was 
Mr Humphries in “Are You Being 
Served”.  Oh those shorts!! 
 

This is my seventh show with the 
players, and it feels good to finally 
play someone with a similar IQ to 
myself! I have loved every minute of 
playing Jacques, even if her fashion 
sense is questionable. I hope you 
guys have as much fun watching 
this show as we did creating it! 

   

Other Cast Members 
 

 

 Monsieur Le Fou

 

 Flora

Lawrence Robinson 
 
 

Iris Williams 
 
 



The Cast 
 

 Prince Danton
Niall Kiely 

 

 The Beast
Michael Stanton 

 Monique
Ali Close 

 
 

  
This is my first production with 
Rotherfield Players and I have had an 
absolutely amazing time and met 
some wonderful people. I have 
previously appeared in various school 
productions, including Lumiere in 
'Beauty and the Beast', a Fagin's Boy in 
'Oliver' and George in 'A Handbag'. 
Additionally I have performed as 
Benvolio in 'Romeo and Juliet' at the 
Shakespeare School Festival. 

I started with the Players as a 
policeman in The Elephant 
Man.  Hello hello I said, I like this 
acting stuff. So I had a deep role as 
Davy Jones in Robinson Crusoe 
followed by Rancid the Rat Catcher 
in Jack and the Beanstalk.  My first 
serious role was in Road last Spring. 
This show has been a great 
pleasure. 

I joined the players in 2011 and 
worked on scenery painting & set 
design for 6 productions. I've played 
a chorus part in Robinson Crusoe 
and the Pirates and Valerie in 
Road.  It's always been a ‘dream' to 
play a comedy role, and returning to 
my Essex roots has been well good! 

   

 Marcel
Charles Tick 

 

 Gustave
James Jenkins 

 

 Belladonna
Izzy Colman 

 
 

  
I choreographed Jack and the 
Beanstalk last year and the next 
thing that I knew was acting in Road 
in the Spring.  I feel that this role is 
somewhat different! 

I've been with the players for a year 
now and loved every second. 
Gustave is one of my favourite 
characters so far. It all came a bit 
too naturally. 

Currently studying for her GCSEs, Izzy 
claims to have learnt more about 
acting (and life!) in these past few 
weeks of rehearsals than from any 
textbook! Belladonna's Beast Potion 
hasn’t been dermatologically tested... 
but Tiger and Sweetpea (Izzy's two 
cats) have now been 'beastified' 

 

Chorus 
 

Chorus Dancers 

Beth Campbell Ellie Jones Georgie Dolding Rhiannon Jeffs 

Brittany Hildreth Zara Turner Molly Dolding Maddy Jeffs 

Maddie Jones Fergus Wilson James Holmwood Cassidy McCarthy 

Archie Wilson Nathan Whale 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Backstage 
 

Director Gussie Penny The costumes were sourced from 

Assistant Director Larry Robinson 
 

 

 
 
 

25 Glynleigh Drive 
Polegate 

East Sussex 
BN26 6LU 

 

Telephone: 01323 304391  
Mobile: 07931 249097 

 

www.bpdcostumes.co.uk 

Producer James Gallifant 

Stage Manager Heather Campbell 

Assistant Stage Manager Andy Miller 

Choreographer Louise Coe 

Set Designers  Andy Miller 

 Mark Tasker 

Set & Major Prop Construction Mark Tasker 

 David Tasker 

Set Build Andy Miller 

 Mark Tasker 

 and society members  

Set Painting Sheenagh Thorpe 

 Clare Carruthers 

 Gussie Penny 

Stage Hands Andy Miller 

 Mark Tasker 

 Alan Yates 

 

 

Stage Properties Clare Hearty 

 Katrina Avery 

Costumes Gussie Penny 

 Sue Exton 

Photography Mark Kennedy 

Make Up Daniel Hoey 

Lighting  James Harris Hire 

 Keith Finch 

Sound Terry Everitt 

Prompt Lynn Lunn 

Front of House Judith Hardy 

Bar Manager Brett Seath 

Publicity Becky Syms 

Programme Gillian Earle 

Advertising Artwork Scott Kingsnorth 

Box Office Nicky Dawkins 



Scenes 
 

 Act 1  Act 2

    

Prologue Coming Up Roses? Scene 1 Return to the Village 

Scene 1 The Village of Franglais-sur-Mer Scene 2 The Plot Thickens 

Scene 2 A Woodland Glade Scene 3 The Secrets of the Castle 

Scene 3 The Fearsome Forest Scene 4 The Beauty Parlour 

Scene 4 The Enchanted Castle Scene 5 Outside the Gates Again 

Scene 5 Meanwhile Near the Village Scene 6 Back Inside the Castle 

Scene 6 At the Castle Gates Scene 7 Gustave’s Gambit 

Scene 7 A Beastly Banquet Scene 8 The Last Rose of Summer 

  Scene 9 Chanson à Chanter! 

 Interval Scene 10 Au Revoir! 

 

 
 

2015 Charity 
 
 

In 2014, The Rotherfield Players raised £1,000 for Taylor-Made Dreams; a 
charity set up by Suzi Mitchell, in memory of her late son Taylor, to enable 
children with life limiting illness achieve their dreams and provide the families 
with support at the most difficult of times.  
 
2014 marked the centenary of World War One, and as we reflected on this 
towards the end of the year, it seemed fitting to select the Rotherfield branch of 
The Royal British Legion as our chosen charity for 2015. 
 
The Royal British Legion is the UK's leading Service charity providing care and 

support to serving members of the Armed Forces, veterans of all ages and their families. The Royal 
British Legion helps the whole Armed Forces community through welfare, comradeship and 
representation as well as being the Nation's custodian of Remembrance.  
 
All money raised will go towards supporting members of our local community who have been a member 
of the Armed Services (and/or still are) and their families. Amongst other services, the charity provides 
specialized support services within the home, as well as supporting families to have an opportunity to 
spend time together.  
 
By working with the charity throughout the coming year, The Rotherfield Players hopes to build a 
supportive relationship with them, through understanding their goals and receiving regular updates on 
the work they are doing.  



Raising the Roof over the Village Hall Stage 
 

We think that most of our audience will 

realise that it can be quite difficult to see all 

the action on the stage unless one is sitting 

very near to the front.  Some years back we 

started hiring the tiered seating equipment 

and this has proved to be extremely popular.  

However the view from what we call “the 

stalls” remains poor.  Alas, the height of the 

stage is only two feet and ideally needs to be 

three feet.  It would be a simple task to add 

another foot but then our heads would 

almost be touching the underside of the 

proscenium arch (e.g. the top of the stage 

from the audience point of view).  Thus, to raise the stage we would need to raise the height of the 

proscenium arch and the roof.  There lies the rub, as they say. 

Now for a bit of history.  The stage was built some years after the original “New Village Hall”.  The line of 

the stage ceiling matched the rest of the hall.  This was a sloping ceiling whereby the height at the sides 

was very low.  However, come 1995, only 15 years after the hall was built, it became apparent that the 

roof of the hall was starting to collapse.  The energetic hall committee of the time then raised sufficient 

funds for a reconstruction which improved the hall immensely.  New pillars were installed and the 

ceiling height and style increased to its current level.  This improvement was highly beneficial for the 

Badminton Club in particular and also for the Players as we were able to install our lights at a much 

better angle. However the height of the stage roof was not altered, probably because, being of later 

build, it was not structurally necessary. 

Back to our problem.  In order to raise our stage we need to rebuild the roof (in co-operation with the 

Village Hall committee) to the height of the rest of the hall and also reconstruct the proscenium arch at 

a higher level.  Obviously such a development needs money and our shows do not generate anywhere 

near the sort of cash that could finance such a project.  We do like to keep our prices as low as possible 

but certainly sufficient to cover our costs. 

We have now started the process with the assistance of two Rotherfield professionals (an architect and 

building surveyor).  It looks like the cost will be between £70k and £80k and thus our next step is to see 

if we can get grants or donations to add to our own resources to cover this sum.  (Some of our members 

have promised to build a new theatre in Rotherfield if they won millions on The National Lottery but we 

don’t really wish to wait several thousand years for that to happen.) 

Now we don’t expect or imagine that a member of our audience will come to us with a cheque for that 

amount in their hand but we are writing this to tell you that we are trying to improve our audience 

facilities and that we will be starting to research grants and look for donations.  Suffice to say that 

members of the Players will not be sitting in the Rotherfield Square, looking forlorn, with their caps 

outstretched. 



The Last 10 Years 
 

The Magic Fruit 

Calamity Jane   

Garden District  

The Wizard of Oz  

The Final Curtain  

An Ideal Husband  

Goldilocks and the Three 

    Bears 

Godspell   

Bard from the King’s Arms 

Caught in the Net  

Sleeping Beauty  

Kiss Me Kate 

Les Liaisons Dangereuses 

Cinderella    

2005 

2005 

2005 

2006 

2006 

2006 

2007 

 

2007 

2007 

2007 

2008 

2008 

2008 

2009 

Busybody   

Our Country’s Good  

Babes in the Wood  

Present Laughter  

The Railway Children 

    (Junior Players) 

Farndale Avenue Housing 

    Estate Townswomen’s 

    Guild Production of 

    The Mikado 

Wind in the Willows  

Little Shop of Horrors  

Three Characters in    

    Search of a Verdict &    

    Round the World with 

    Class Six (Junior Players) 

2009 

2009 

2010 

2010 

2010 

 

2010 

 

 

 

2011 

2011 

2011 

 

 

 

All My Sons 

Aladdin   

The Sound of Music 

The Elephant Man 

Robinson Crusoe & the  

    Pirates  

Noises Off 

Annie Jr (Junior Players) 

A Streetcar Named Desire 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

Road 

Are You Being Served? 

 

 

 

2011 

2012 

2012 

2012 

2013 

 

2013 

2013 

2013 

2014 

2014 

2014 

 

 

The Next Production 
 

The 
Cemetery Club  

You’ll die laughing! 
 

14th - 16th May 2015 
 

Three Jewish widows meet once a month for tea 
before going to visit their husband's graves. Ida 
is sweet tempered and ready to begin a new life, 
Lucille is a feisty embodiment of the girl who 
just wants to have fun, and Doris is priggish and 
judgmental, particularly when Sam the butcher 
enters the scene. He meets the widows while 
visiting his wife's grave. Doris and Lucille squash 
the budding romance between Sam and Ida. 
They are guilt stricken when this nearly breaks 
Ida's heart. 

 

Help night 
Monday 9th February 8pm Memorial Hall 

 

Auditions 
Friday 13th February 7.30pm Village Hall 

 

Further info from 
players@rotherfieldplayers.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

New Members 
 

The Rotherfield Players is a vibrant village 
dramatic society. We have a healthy 
membership but we always welcome new 
faces both on stage and back stage.  Many 
different skills are required to put on a show 
apart from acting, singing and dancing.  
There’s carpentry, painting, sewing and even 
computer skills.  If you are interested in 
joining our group please contact 

 

James Gallifant 
Tel: 01892 654219 

Email: members@rotherfieldplayers.co.uk 
 

For more information about Rotherfield Players, 
go to www.rotherfieldplayers.co.uk 

 

Programme Printed by 
Units D-G, 

18 Chapman Way, 
Tunbridge Wells, 

Kent TN2 3EF 
 

Published by 
The Society of the Rotherfield Players 

Productions go back as far as 1976 

and a full list is on our website 

www.rotherfieldplayers.co.uk 



 

  
 

Rotherfield St Martin 

Registered Charity No: 1119458 
 

Memorial Institute, North Street, Rotherfield 
 

Providing social facilities and support 
for senior citizens. 

 

Opening Hours 

Mon 10.00am - 12.30pm 

Tue - Fri 10am - 12.30pm & 1.30pm - 4pm 
 

For information about activities, bookings for 
therapies and Volunteer Driver Scheme 

 
Tel: 01892 853021 

Email: office@rotherfieldstmartin.org.uk 
Website: www.rotherfieldstmartin.org.uk 

 
Supported by:    Rotherfield Parish Council     St Denys’ Church 

 

  

 

 
   

 

The Wheatsheaf Public House 
Mount Pleasant, Crowborough, TN6 2NF 

Tel: 01892 663756 
www.wheatsheafcrowborough.co.uk 

 

 
 

Pete and Becky extend a hearty welcome 
to you at Crowborough’s most traditional 

and friendly pub, with great beer, 
fine wine and good company 

 

Delicious homemade food is available at 
lunchtime (Mon-Sat), 

and in the evenings (Tues-Thurs) 
 

Roaring fires and no pretensions 

  

Bed & Breakfast 
 

Hill Cottage, 
Mount Pleasant, Crowborough, TN6 2NF 

 
Maggie & Ted Hirst offer a really warm 
welcome to their charming 17th century 

cottage in a peaceful spot on the 
outskirts of Crowborough. 

 

 
 

For details and availability call 
 

Telephone: 01892 662243 
E-mail: bandb@hillcottage.me.uk 

or visit the 
Website: www.hillcottage.me.uk

 


